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EDUCATION: AN ENTITLEMENT
AND EXPECTATION

@Education is compulsory for all
children in the United States.

® The age range for required
attendance begins between the
ages of five and eight and ends
between age sixteen and
eighteen. !




U.S. SPECIAL EDUCATION LAW

Development of Special Education Law

®

Special education programs in the United States were made mandatory in
1975 in response to discriminatory treatment by public educational agencies
against students with disabilities.

The federal laws require states to provide special education consistent with
federal standards as a condition of receiving federal funds.

The law entitles every student to a free and appropriate public education
(FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE). To ensure a FAPE, a team of
professionals from the local school staff meet with the student's parents to:

identify the student's unique educational needs, to develop annual goals
for the student, and to determine the placement, program modification,
testing accommodations, counseling, and other special services that the
student needs.

Parents and local school staff make up a multidisciplinary team, and
collaborate to make decisions on educational placement. These choices are
recorded in a written Individualized Education Program (IEP).

The school is required to develop and implement an IEP that meets the
standards of federal and state educational agencies. Parents have the
option of refusing Special Education services for their child.




INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES IN
EDUCATION ACT (IDEA)

Qualifications and Services

@ Under IDEA, students with disabilities are entitled to receive
special educational services through their local school district from
age 3 to age 21.

@ To receive special education services, a student must demonstrate
a disability in one of 13 specific categories, including autism,
developmental disability, specific learning disability, intellectual
impairment, emotional and/or behavioral disability, speech and
language disability, deaf-blind, visual impairment, hearing
impairment, orthopedic or physical impairment, other health
impaired (including attention deficit disorder), multiple disabilities
and traumatic brain injury.

@ Depending on the students’ individual needs, they may be included,
mainstreamed, or placed in a special school, and/or may receive
many specialized services in a resource room or self-contained
classroom. In addition to academic goals, the goals documented in
the IEP may address self-care, social skills, physical, speech, and
vocational training. The program placement is an integral part of
the process, and typically takes place during the IEP meeting.[!




CHICAGO’S POPULATION IS
APPROXIMATELY 2,691,077

The Chicago Public Schools (CPS) educate 397,085 students
There are 683 public schools in CPS
Student Demographics

Hispanic 43.5%

Black 42.5%

White 8.6%

Asian 3.3%

Native American 0.4%

Other 0.5%
Students from low-income families-87%
Students who are limited English Proficient -12%
Students with disabilities -12%

SOURCE: http://schools.cps.k12.il.us(Retrieved 5/6/2011);
Racial demographics from 4/1/11 master file




THE PURPOSE OF THE
SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER

Prevention and Early
Intervention.

Helping all children learn
positive behaviors and
coping skills to be
successful in school.

|ldentifying students with
special needs.

Providing services to
address the special needs
of identified students in the
school setting.

Connecting families to
resources in their
communities.

® We have a caseload of

mandated students that are
served through IDEA.

® We are the first point of

contact for any student who
is in crisis.

® We identify students who

are suicidal, homicidal or
abused.

® We are members of a larger

crisis team and may be
called in to action in the
event of a large crisis, like
the death of a student or
staff member.




SYSTEMS OF INTERVENTION

School

Students, Teachers, Social
Workers, Special Education
Team

I[EP Goals, Crisis Intervention,
Academic Support, Social and
Emotional Support

Mental Health System: Crisis Intervention,
Psychiatric Hospital; Community Organizations:
Collaboration with outside services (referrals,
diagnosis, bringing services into school).

Child and Family Welfare and Well-being




JANE DOE NEEDS HELP

-
-




Chicago Public Schools

Social Work Evaluation
(Initial)

Ldentifvin= Data.

Stmdent Name: JTane Dioe Simdent IDv: 44398430

Birth Date: 982000 Age: 9years § months

Student Lanpuage: Englizh Grade: Third grade

Schoel: Columbia Explarers Elementary Academy Area: 10
Parent Information:

Pareni(1) Parent(I):

Do Mirs. Dioed] Mother) Pedro Gomes | Grandfather)

Fhooe Number(z): Fhone Nomber(s):

Primary Resident Viice - T73-600-63046 Primary Fesident Vioice - 773-B47-6176
Address: 4450 5 Richmond 5t Chicagn, IL 50632

Primary Langnage Used in the Home: Englich Parent"s Languape Preference: English
Emergency Contact: Dioe Mrs. Emerpency Fhome: 773-620-5306

Reason for Referral: Stodent not achieving at expected levels

Evaluation:
Name of Evaluator: Mark Vendsr
Type of Evaluation: Initial Evahation
Date of Evalustion: 414/2010

Parent's and Student's Perceptions of Student’s Problems and Ffforts to Deal with Froblem:
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- Simdent’s Significant Emotional, Social and Developmental Factors:
1. Prematal:
Mother reports nothing significant about ber pregnancy.
2. Bixth:
Jane was dalivered by C section after the normal delivery of her torin brother.
3. Infancy:
Jane's mfancy was without complications. She ae and slept normally. She didn't oy more than expected.
4. Early Childhood Tatency:
Mo delays are reported in Jane's early childheod development Jane's extended family was available to assist bs. Dos
with childrare so she wasn't overwhelmed
5. Family History:
There is a family history of leaming disabilites. Jane's siblings receive special edocation support. Ms. Doe doesn't repont
any history of mental illness or other ilnesses.

. Significant Edncational Experiences: Review of Records, Teacher's Perception of problem, Current School
unctioning, and Observation of Student, if applicable.
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Jame's teacher, Ms. Cooper has been concerned abwut Jane since the beginming of the school year. She hegan school
basad problem solving, and Jane was referred for Social Work services.

Current Information

Most Curent Grades:
Subject Area Grade

Beading F

Spelling D

Mathematics F

Wiitten Lanznaze F
Attendance for Corrent Schoal Year:

Number of Days Ahsen.t(udud:mgmq:ensms] 15
Number of Ort-of-Scheol Suspension Days: 0

Arademic Performance:

Jape Dhoe's stremeths inclode her love of colormg. She emeys art projects mi]smymﬂtlencﬂmplmng
assigmments. fane stniggles with oral reading fluency and comprebenzion She omrently is instnactional at first zrade
and is reading between 30 and 40 wrpm. at the first zrade level Jane also struggles with writing complete thonghts.
‘This is ofien how Jape speaks. She is hard to understand when speaking. Jane often shrogs her sheulders instead of
talkmg

Behavior:

Jame is very passive. She does not have amy friends n the classroom. Jane is mmahme for her aze. She bas brouzht

stuffed animals to class in the past and said they are her friends. She often sucks her thumb in class and has also

fallen asleep in class. She gets very endted about small things. For exanples, she was overly excited about a new
—mmmtw &ﬂnwm!.- mmml'wttmﬁﬂﬂﬂlﬁhduhﬂﬂmm i —
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Diate of fhe Student Inferview: 4132010

Jame is a very sweet litile girl. Her appearance is typical for her peer group. She has glasses bat doesot wear them consistently.
Ocrasionally I see her wearmg them in the classroom, but never when we bave met topether. Jane smiles a lof, and is wery eager
to pleasa. She reports that she misses her randmother and thinks aboat her all the time Jane also likes to tell stories about ber
family and the things they do together. She fights a Lot with her brother Dandel. Tane visits ber cousins, attends charch, and likes
to bie with ber mother and sisters. Jane's favarite thing fto do is draw or do art.

Adaptive Behavi ithin H School and C ite:
Jame bas meost of the adaptive dkills for Iiving typical for her peer proup. She ries a lot both af home and af school. Jane's
lanzuaze can be comwoluted, and so she is hard to understand. At times she is able to have a reciprom] conversation., Tt there
are other imes when it fakes many tries befre she comprehends what is being said to her so she can answer. Af home she is
wery clingy, and follows her mother everywhere. At school she deesn't really have fhends in the classroom though she gets
along with everyone Jane seems to prefer the company of adults. Tane doesn't do her homework. She pretends to understand
things her mother says, ut her mother astimates that she mderstands about 3 out of 5 things said to her

During this academic year, fane reported auditory and visual hallecirations. She attended Hartgrove Hespital's partial day
program for 2 weeks. She has oot had any follow up therapy in the commumity.  is not known if fane comtimes to have

Becommendations and Summary:
Fecommendations:
Jame Dipe is a @ year ald famals who has been demonstrating signs and symptoms of emotional distorbance dunng the schoal
day. This academic year, fane cried frequently during the school day and reported seeing and hearing thine=. Jane's speech and
social skills are not within normal Emits for her age. She has a twin brother who receives the magnmm mimrtes fr specal
edncation support, and an older brother who also receives special eduacation sarvices. Jane bhas sought out support from the
School Social Warker, with parent consent, repularly throwgh the year. She dossn't mishehave in class, bt she alse doesn’t
participate or have true reciprocal friendships. Services are recommended
Jame shared that she has friends in the classroom that helps her with her classroom work. She also mentioned that ber teacher
helps her with ber classroom work. She also likes to play pames with her frisnds at scheal; like hide and zo seek and junmp rope.
At bome she helps with keeping her room clean. She would like to be an art teacher. Jane ikes watching Family Guay.
As per ohservation and parent meerview Jane's adaptive behavior skills appear ape appropriate. Socal Work services are
recommended to help fane manage her emotions and develop social skills that will allow her to develop pesr relationships at
schinol.

Smmmary:

Jame Dipe is a 9 year ald female who has been demonstrating signs and symptoms of emetional distorbance duning the school

day. This academic year, Jane cried frequently during the school day and reported sesing and hearing thines Fane's speech and

social skills are not within normal Emits for her age. She has a twin brother who receives the maminmm mimrtes fr specal

education support, and an older brother who also receives special education services. Jane bas sought out support from the

School Social Warker, with parent consent, repularly through the year. She doesn't mishehave in class, bt she also doesn't
ﬁmdslq:s

Schoal Social Worker Mame: Marla Vender Type T3 Certificate 2 157067 Drate: 41473010




PROGRESS NOTES

® 09/212009, Participated in a group (brother and sister) focused on famuly 1ssues. Student was very falkative and
answered gquestions about day to day famuly life We played a zame of UND while talking. Per our conversation it
seemed as if there was adult supervision in the household, however 3 comment was made about the mother being
cut at a party late last night. Destiny later said that her mother was home, so it was unclear. We will continue to
momtor the situation. Grandfather was confacted as well as Mother and 2 message was left for her to call back.

® 09/2472009, Destiny was at home when we visited Her mother reports that she has had a diffionlt tome clearing up
the lice and has done threa treatments. She said that she 1= fryng to spend more time with Diestiny so she will be
less sad about the loss of her grandmother.

® 10/2672009, Observation of Destiny during Math. Destiny took off ber glasses. She did not lock at the teacher or
the written information on the chalkboard. She appeared to not be engaged at all in the lesson.

® 11/0872009, Student is seeing dead people and hearing voices that are telling her to lurt peeple and put cut their
eyes. SASS/CARES contacted Cnisis Intervention contacted. Ada S. McEmley evaluated Destiny and
recommended hospitalization at RUSH where a space was reserved. Child was released to parent.

® 11/10/2009, Contacted Rush to confirm Diestiny was admifted and she is not there. Confacted Dan Zoller at CL
Contacted Rhonda Gallucr and left message with Ada 5. McKinley. Spoke with mother, who said that she basn’t
brought chuld to hospital because she needed to think about it. Mother was told, that she was suppesed fo bnng
]:uzlastmght DanZu]lEdJru:tedmhchlDCFSmdﬂllﬂxaweﬂ-cthn& DCFSmCdesty
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will b an opem ® 0104200 0, Phone conversations with Felima Far-Thonpson of DS resarding her famiby. This
case and irvated as an wtact family inter cenhon.

sister winl she @ 01072000, Studeat was absent oo Monday wafhioat a note. She says it was to stay home with her:

5 1 urrhl cdid homework Student was aryimyg yesterday and today about v prandroother. She saps that she i

2 day fo ensure 1:30am. She cams to school with hesvy evelinea. Mother was called to pack her up af fhe end of th

e askeed to her well-being and also fo dismss the eyeliner 1DCFS worker Felicia Fair Thompson was called &
pass this information on fo the intact caseworker.

ol to talk to ® Q1112000 Student 15 uwwhappy about Karisma teasmg ber about ber dead prandmother. She wanis
Karsoa aboui 1t 5o she could feel heiter.

er prandmother ® 01112010, Student wanted to meet with me and asked ber tezcher. She sard thut thnking about b

w a pchre of mazkes her sad, and she russes her 3 lof, but seeing me and Ms. Fish makes her very happy. She dn

er mother being berself with a big smmle, dressed in red and hlack, with lots of hpstck. Student was talking about h

re because her frends with gang members who are often at ther home. She then said that she couldn't szy anyma

it & shudent muother told her not to tell the social worker anything about ther family. Stedent told the S5W ahe




® she did not get along with, and requested to talk to the stodent with the S5W about the 1ssue. Student told the
stndent about how she feels when she says thimgs about her firmly, and suggested that they agree to start fresh and
be fnends. Both of the zirls agreed to do this and Destimy felt pood about resolving the 1ssue. Will contirme fo
provide services.

® 01/13°2010, Student was testing this morming and she asked her teacher for help. She began crying and told her
teacher that she was upset because her older brother and sister had been teasing her this mormng. Student asked
to see the sorial worker. She said that her siblings have been calling her dumb and say bad words whach upset her.
I talked wrth student about how to handle sibling conflicts and she is gomg to try these techmiques at home.

@ 01/13°2010, Student has besn recerving Social Work services with mother's consent for several months. Stodent
was evaluated by SASS due to visual and anditory halluenations durimg school Hospitahzafion was
recommended. but parent didn’t take her. Eventuzlly DCFS took achon and stedent attended a partial
hospitahization program at Hartgrove Hospital for teo weeks. Student contimues to be emotional dunng school
and have unpredictable attendance. THCFS has been called due to things student has said Today she cried agam in
class and she azked to speak with the Sorial Weorker. She often says she cannot thinking about something, or that
she's thinkimg about her prandmother. She complained today that her brothers and sisters tease her. She often
complains about stomach pain. Mother says that Ada 5. McEmley hasn't called to amange services. Dunng the
mwferview, mother smelled of aleohol, In my oprmon.

® 020172010, Meat with student to find out why she was absent from school last week  Student sand that she was
abszent because she was searching for her mother's lost chain necklace. She and the rest of her siblings all missed
school that dav. Stndent said that her mother's car window was smashed with a brick and that the pohce came.
She said that there are things she would like to discuss things with a trusted adult but 15 afraid of what her mother
will do. She said her mother does not want her telling people about their personal home hfe. Student asked me to
please not tell her mother she said amything.

® 04/1472010, FIE conference and ehgbabiy meeting.

® 041972010, Student was able to follow directions from the "Following Diwections" Fun Deck. Siudent told her
teacher todavy that her braimn gets all crary when she has to think too hard.

@® (05032010, Student participated in a social work group focused on bullying. Student did a good job of listening
to others, partieipating in role play and identifying feelings assoetated with bullying. Will confinue to provide
SEIVICRS.

@ 051072010, Student reports that ber mother's bovfnend smashed up the house and stomped on her foot. Mother
put her and brother in another room and called a fnend for help. The fiiend was stabbed in the stomach and
student saw the blood. She 1= very upset. DCFS called, Cnisis contacted. Parent contacted. DCFS took report
(worker Tony Maver, mtake #12059393. Student =aid that she felt scared when if was bappening.

@ 05002010 Commmumication path, Crsis, THCES Central Offica_andomrent, | 00 L
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Marla Vender, AM, LCSW

EMAIL: marla@mycompasschicago.com
EMAIL: astor818@sbcglobal.net
Mobile Phone: 773.569.0213
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